MARLBOROUGH
Davcnant's pamphlet and hoping that he would persuade
people to take the necessary measures against France. On
January 27 the Dutch envoy in England mentions the
strength of the Tories in the new House, and relates how
Marlborough, Godolphin, and Rookc, the Admiral, were
present at a party meeting in Sir Edward Seymour's house.
But three days later he notes of Marlborough, " Having no
longer Rochester and Godolphin to support him in the
Council, he has to trim even more cleverly between both
sides."l In spite of the change of Government, Marlborough
continued to conduct English foreign policy as the King's
agent, and two of his conversations with Wratislaw, the
Austrian Ambassador, have been preserved.
Parliament on Tory initiative had asked the King to take
steps to obtain the addition to the Grand Alliance of an
article to the effect that no peace should be concluded with
France until the King and the nation had received satisfaction
for the great injury done to them by the French King in the
recognition and proclamation of the pretended Prince of
Wales as King of England, Scotland, and Ireland. Marl-
borough, at the King's desire, opened the matter to Wratislaw.
Wratislaw said there was no need for a special article of the
kind suggested as the Emperor had already in the Alliance under-
taken such an obligation generally. Marlborough replied that
that was not sufficient. The separate article was necessary to
bring England into the war as a principal. By acceding to the
request the Emperor would put England under an obligation to
him, and convince her that her well-being depended upon his.
The Emperor would also put the Princess Anne under an obliga-
tion to him, and thereby compel her, should the King die during
the war, to intervene with all her power in the Emperor's interest.
Wratislaw maintained that, on the contrary, French policy would
make use of such an article to embroil the Emperor with the
Papacy and all the Catholic Powers. Marlborough answered
that the matter had nothing to do with religion. The succession
1 " Cc qu'on en peut dire est quc, sc menageant en habile homme des deux costes,
il est a croire que n'ayant plus dans le conscil Ic comtc dc Rochester ct myl[otd]
Godolphin pour 1'appuyer, il se menagcra encore davantage pour bicn faire." (Add.
MSS., 17677, xx, ff. 190 verso, 198
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